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Our!discussion!today!

•  What!is!a!PLN?!

•  The!importance!of!being!“networked”!

•  Leveraging!technology!and!social!networks!to!
build!your!PLN!

•  3!great!(and!free!)!technology!tools!to!build!
your!PLN!

!
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How many of you use social 
networking to 

connect to other educators? 





What types of social networking 
do you do? 

(low-tech and high tech!)
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What!is!a!PLN?!

•  A!personalized!learning!network!is!a!tool!that!
uses!social!media!and!technology!to!collect,!

communicate,!collaborate!and!create!with!

connected!colleagues!anywhere!at!any!4me.!
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Components!of!a!PLN!

•  Making!connec4ons!and!building!personal!
rela4onships!

•  Using!different!media!and!tools!

•  Sharing!ideas!and!resources,!collabora4on,!
and!learning!

•  Developing!a!local!and!global!learning!
network!

(Edublogs!teacher!challenges)!
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PLN’s nurture and 
cultivate 


 growth mindsets &

   giving mindsets
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What!does!a!growth!mindset!school!

look!like?!

•  Administrators!support!teachers’!learning,!
and!learn!from!their!teachers.!Teachers!
collaborate!with!their!colleagues!and!

instruc4onal!leaders.!They!strive!to!

strengthen!their!own!prac4ce.!



Why!is!it!important!to!be!

“networked”?!

Informal!learning!is!a!significant!aspect!of!our!

learning!experience.!Learning!now!occurs!in!a!

variety!of!ways!–!through!communi4es!of!

prac4ce,!personal!networks,!and!through!

comple4on!of!workCrelated!tasks.!

!
(Siemans,!G.!Connec4vism:!A!Learning!Theory!for!the!Digital!Age)!
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    How do you learn? 







  Does your learning occur 

  in different ways?!


!
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To!this!!
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Your!PLN!

!

!

“The!world’s!largest!staff!room”!
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Change!comes!with!our!own!learning!

“I!really!believed!that!if!I!was!going!to!talk!about!
moving!things!forward,!I!needed!to!do!it!myself.!
The!impact!that!my!own!learning!has!had!not!only!
on!the!way!I!do!things,!but!also!the!passion!I!have!
about!kids!and!learning,!has!forever!changed!for!
the!beder.!We!are!seeing!a!system!change!where!I!
am!at!because!we!are!seeing!so!many!educators!
immerse!themselves!in!their!own!learning!first.!
That!has!been!by!far!the!biggest!shie!in!our!
division's!mindset;!we!all!need!to!be!learners!first.”!

!

(George!Couros,!in!reply!to!Will!Richardson,!October!2011,!willrichardson.com)!
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“The!key!is!to!surround!

yourself!with!passionate!

educators!from!a!mul4tude!

of!different!backgrounds.”!

“I!can!have!an!educator!

in!Australia!answer!my!

ques4on!in!5!minutes.!

How!amazing!is!that?”!

Educa4on!doesn’t!stop!

when!you!get!your!

teaching!degree.!You!

can!become!a!lifelong!

learner!through!your!

PLN.”!

“I’ve!learned!more!on!Twider!in!

one!year!than!I!have!learned!in!

my!5!year!teacher!training!

program.”!

What educators 
are saying…
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Where!do!I!begin?!
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Let’s!talk!about…!

•  How!to!leverage!social!networks!and!
technology!tools!for!your!own!learning!
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“Educators,!like!any!other!professionals,!need!

peerCto!peer!interac4on!and!reciprocal!

investments!in!order!to!grow!and!develop.!

!

Our!profession!has!been!silent!and!isolated!for!

too!long.”!!
(Whitaker,!Zoul,!and!Casas,!2015)!



Power!up!your!PLN!with!technology!

•  Connect!
•  Collaborate!
•  Converse!
•  Contribute!
•  Request!

!

!

!

!

(gekngsmart.com)!
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Make!it!personal…!

Your!
PLN!

How!you!
want!to!
learn!

Tools!you!
use!

Who!you!
connect!
with!

When!you!
want!to!
learn!
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My!PLN!interests!

•  Assis4ve,!educa4onal!technology!
•  Professional!development!for!teachers!

•  Educa4onal!leadership!
•  Pedagogy!for!students!with!special!needs!
•  Universal!design!for!learning!
•  21st!century!learning!and!school!improvement!
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Who!I!connect!with!

Educators!from!
around!the!

world!

Educators!in!
my!local!
network!

Organiza4ons/
schools!!

Leading!
professionals!in!
my!PLN!areas!
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How!and!when!I!learn!

•  Through!reading!blogs!that!are!relevant!to!my!

interests!

•  Through!online!training!opportuni4es!
(webinars)!

•  Through!live!and!archived!chats!on!Twider!
•  Through!ongoing!content!cura4on!
•  Through!social!learning!plamorms!

•  Whenever!I!have!10!minutes!to!spare!!
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Tools!I!use!

•  Content!cura4on!

•  Microblogging!

•  Social!learning!plamorms!!
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Building!your!PLN!with!content!

cura4on!

•  Content!cura4on!is!sor4ng!through!a!large!
amount!of!web!content!to!find!the!best,!most!

meaningful!parts!and!presen4ng!these!in!an!

organized,!valuable!way.!

(Buffersocial)!
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What!does!it!look!like?!

Padlet!example:!!

!

bit.ly/WQSBUDL!
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A!resource!for!you…!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!bit.ly/heritagePLN!

•  Add!informa4on,!links,!video!to!make!this!a!

collabora4ve!resource!!!
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As a school community, 
how could you use a tool 
like Padlet 

to further your own 
learning? 

 

Your students’ learning?






Building!your!PLN!via!Twider!

(microblogging)!
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Twider!as!a!river…!

•  The!river!keeps!flowing!but!some4mes!you!

might!just!walk!past!and!have!a!quick!look,!

some4mes!you!might!hang!around!and!dip!

your!toes!in,!other!4mes!you!might!spend!

hours!swimming!around.!

(SherylCNussbaumCBeach)!
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Step!1Cyour!account!
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Step!2CFollow!!

•  hdp://www.teachthought.com/socialCmedia/

50CeducatorCtwiderCaccountsCworthC

following/!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!bit.ly/1Of58qb!



Step!3:!Lurk!!

•  Lurking!is!learning!!!
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Step!4:!Build!your!voice!

•  Reply,!retweet…!
•  Share!resources!via!links!
•  Favorite!a!tweet!
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What’s!a!hashtag?!
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Organizing!hashtags!
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Step!5:!Chat!!

•  Educa4on!Twider!chats!take!place!when!a!
group!of!educators!"meet"!on!Twider!at!an!

agreed!upon!4me,!using!an!agreed!upon!

hashtag,!to!discuss!topics!of!interest!in!

educa4on.!
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Great!chats…!

•  #edchat!
•  #canedchat!
•  #edtechchat!
•  #satchat!
•  #cpchat!
•  #mathchat!
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Building!your!PLN!with!social!learning!

networks!

•  Social!learning!networks!designed!for!
educa4onal!purposes!(like!Edmodo)!are!
invita4onConly.!!

•  The!teacher!(or!moderator)!has!control!over!
who!enters!the!group.!!

•  Can!be!used!to!share!resources,!start!
discussions,!complete!collabora4ve!work.!
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Edmodo!
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As a school community, 
how could you use a tool 
like Edmodo

to further your own 
learning? 

 

Your students’ learning?






What!I’ve!learned!from!my!PLN!in!just!

20!minutes…!

•  Watched!a!video!clip!of!a!TED!Talk!on!developing!
resilience.!!

•  Followed!a!math!conference!hashtag!on!Twider,!
researched!the!concept!and!applica4on!of!a!
“number!talk.”!

•  Asked!a!ques4on!to!Nova!Sco4a!teacher!about!
UDL!implementa4on!in!her!district.!

•  Watched!a!3!minute!video!on!saving!Office!files!in!
Google!doc!format.!!

•  Skimmed!an!ar4cle!on!blended!learning,!added!it!
to!my!Padlet!for!further!reading!later.!
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How!relevant!is!the!PD!I’ve!just!

received?!

•  HyperCtargeted!PD!
!

•  Customized!for!me!!
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I!pledge!to!be!a!“networked”!

educator…!

Take!the!pledge!to!become!“networked”+
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Take!the!plunge!!

In!a!month,!ask!yourself…!

•  How!has!your!network!grown?!
•  Have!you!begun!to!see!yourself!as!a!
networked!learner?!

•  What!were!your!“aCha”!learning!moments?!
!

!

(Connected!Educator!Starter!kit)!
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!!!!!!!Thoughts?!Ques4ons?!Comments?!
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