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Develop your own learning community:
Personal Learning Networks

Andrea Prupas, Coordinator

ALDI Initiative
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Our discussion today

What is a PLN?
The importance of being “networked”

Leveraging technology and social networks to
build your PLN

3 great (and free!) technology tools to build
your PLN



How many of you use social
networking to
connect to other educators?

What types of social networking
do you do?
(low-tech and high tech!)






What is a PLN?

* A personalized learning network is a tool that
uses social media and technology to collect,
communicate, collaborate and create with
connected colleagues anywhere at any time.



Components of a PLN

Making connections and building personal
relationships

Using different media and tools

Sharing ideas and resources, collaboration,
and learning

Developing a local and global learning
network

(Edublogs teacher challenges)
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What does a growth mindset school
look like?

* Administrators support teachers’ learning,
and learn from their teachers. Teachers
collaborate with their colleagues and
instructional leaders. They strive to
strengthen their own practice.



Why is it important to be
“networked”?

Informal learning is a significant aspect of our
learning experience. Learning now occurs in a
variety of ways — through communities of
practice, personal networks, and through
completion of work-related tasks.

(Siemans, G. Connectivism: A Learning Theory for the Digital Age)



How do you learn?

Does your learning occur
in different ways?
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Your PLN

“The world’s largest staff room”



Change comes with our own learning

“I really believed that if | was going to talk about
moving things forward, | needed to do it myself.
The impact that my own learning has had not only
on the way | do things, but also the passion | have
about kids and learning, has forever changed for
the better. We are seeing a system change where |
am at because we are seeing so many educators
immerse themselves in their own learning first.
That has been by far the biggest shift in our
division's mindset; we all need to be learners first.”

(George Couros, in reply to Will Richardson, October 2011, willrichardson.com)



“I can have an educator
in Australia answer my
question in 5 minutes.
How amazing is that?”

Education doesn’t stop
when you get your
teaching degree. You
can become a lifelong

learner through your
PLN.”

2015-04-

“I’ve learned more on Twitter in
one year than | have learned in
my 5 year teacher training
program.”

What educators

are saying...

“The key is to surround
yourself with passionate
educators from a multitude
of different backgrounds.”

Andrea Prupas, ALDI 2015




Where do | begin?
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Let’s talk about...

* How to leverage social networks and
technology tools for your own learning

o

from little things

big things grou-
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“Educators, like any other professionals, need
peer-to peer interaction and reciprocal
investments in order to grow and develop.

Our profession has been silent and isolated for
too long.”

(Whitaker, Zoul, and Casas, 2015)



Power up your PLN with technology

Connect
Collaborate
Converse
Contribute

Request

(gettingsmart.com)



Make it personal...

Who you
connect
with

Tools you
use

When you
want to
learn
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My PLN interests

Assistive, educational technology
Professional development for teachers
Educational leadership

Pedagogy for students with special needs
Universal design for learning

215t century learning and school improvement



Who | connect with

Educators from
around the
world

Leading Educators in
professionals in my local
my PLN areas network

Organizations/
schools
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How and when | learn

Through reading blogs that are relevant to my
Interests

Through online training opportunities
(webinars)

Throug

Throug

Throug

N live and archived chats on Twitter
n ongoing content curation

n social learning platforms

Whenever | have 10 minutes to spare!
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School Leadership

Discover the chalenges, sirsfegien, and triumpha of troubleahooting, guiding, and inspiring not
R Ty SRy EDUTOPIA TOOL TIP

BELATED TAD

GRS ¢ wrwss 10 | Pua Qe « Bookmark Your Stuff

Bookmark your Savoriie resources.
-~ o Hegwier 10 begn! Find your bookmarks
chool Leadership: Resource on 1 d

<
Roundup

For prinopals and other school administratons, the
st of videos, Blogs, and artcies includes advice
and tps on effecive nadership strateges
patenng wih Bachers, and cultvating and
relaring sirong wadess

2015-04-16 Andrea Prupas, ALDI 2015



E=a O

ald

INITIATIVE

About ALD RESOUNCes - ALDLASSET Innovanon Grant

Redefining the writing process with new mobsle technologies

Rodas Prumen

1 ot read an interesting article in edudemic
that chunged my pengective of the mriting
Process with new techaciogies

- ihy _

#" dnovsses e 0t that many
scducation feel Bat mobile device e not an
effoctve 100d for writing On the tradmsonal
sense ). The arncie looks at our defnoon of
“writing” and reevalcates what iy £ 10 write
N 2 213t contury lnarming ervvircoment on &
mobvle device. Below e thiee mythn That
really challenge Owr 3UMENIoNs & ecaton, and are 2o extrememly relevant Sor our students
with pecis neede

1. Wirining »word peocessing

The author maked an ImEortant poent: we Save 20 dea what platform snd 1008 students will be uiing
ahen they enter the wackfonte, many pears Trom now The 1008 5 evebewant oMot arportant & the
process of wrimng. and we need to think beyond Mcronoft Word

“For exampie, Drive aows for collabonative weiting, while AudioNote (Pad or Androsd] syres
recorded aedio with typed or writien words, and Dvernote makes writtea content swallable oo any
device”

L Sign up for ALDI PLC

2015-04-16
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Upcoming Events

The Web from a Social Mode! Perspective
Sth Annual Rathiyn Lecture on Disabilties
Studies 8 Mol Un versity

Octoder 29 & 5:30 pm - 7:00 pen

loyTul Learming: Using Actwve and
Collaboratwe Structwres 10 Suppon
DMferentianed Instnaction with Paula

Kluth

Follaw me o0 Twiltes



Tools | use

* Content curation W
padlet

* Microblogging ’
twitker

* Social learning platforms -0~

edmodo
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Building your PLN with content
curation

* Content curation is sorting through a large
amount of web content to find the best, most
meaningful parts and presenting these in an
organized, valuable way.

(Buffersocial)



What does it look like?

Padlet example:

bit.ly/WQSBUDL
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A resource for youl...

bit.ly/heritagePLN

 Add information, links, video to make this a
collaborative resource!
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As a school community,
how could you use a tool
like Padlet

to further your own
learning?

Your students’ learning?



Building your PLN via Twitter
(microblogging)




Twitter as a river...

* The river keeps flowing but sometimes you
might just walk past and have a quick look,
sometimes you might hang around and dip

your toes in, other times you might spend
hours swimming around.

(Sheryl-Nussbaum-Beach)



Step 1-your account
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Step 2-Follow!

* http://www.teachthought.com/social-media/
50-educator-twitter-accounts-worth-
following/
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Eric Sheninger

Senior Fellow at CRgofslevarcs -
Principel, Loarner, Googia Certiied
Teacher, ACoDe Education Leader,
Author, Speaker, fcgiead | Thoughts ane
my own

U Sumen Isand, NY

& ancsh e angor com

) Joined March 2000

*. Followers you Know

c T‘h » R
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3&2’( 6?? 71 ?K 187 3

Tweets Tweats & repias Pholcs & wdeos

RT Gkylepace: Connoctoc Educators: Building Communities in Schools

Diog. remind.comyoomected- -educ. .. via Smsclaragaian

Looking for great examples of schools in UT or NV that have integrated
blended leaming. Anyone?

‘i Enic Sheninger
RT @Primary Ed How Minecraft Actually
Helps Kids Learn to Read: edut.to/1C1LFTU.
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Followjthese

bit.ly/10f58qgb



Step 3: Lurk!

e Lurking is learning!

2015-04-16

1.

lurk

On & messagedoard or anything similar, to browse
the board very often, but without ever posting

anything.
Thet guy is always kurking, but he never posts.

& 890 = 257
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Step 4: Build your voice

* Reply, retweet...
e Share resources via links
e Favorite a tweet

Jonathan Furst ¢ ot 1
How Apple S S|r| Became One Autistic Boy's
B.F.F. nyti.ms/1yLIAet @iPodsibilities

View summary
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What’s a hashtag?

#1DontGetlt

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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Step 5: Chat!

* Education Twitter chats take place when a
group of educators "meet" on Twitter at an
agreed upon time, using an agreed upon
hashtag, to discuss topics of interest in
education.



Lea Lamoureux, M.Ed | calamoureux - 12h
#Northern #Educators let's share! Using #iteachnorth can help us #connect!
#cdnedchat #FNMIEd #saskedchat #Quebec #Manitoba #iteachnorth

Details

iTunes U © gl

Learn how Apple Distinguished Educators use
IPad to transform their lessons. Join #ADEchat
today at 5pm PT/8pm ET.

21 13

(5] Canadian EdChat retweeted
‘ Dana Ariss @DanaAriss * Mar 23

Q1: Where do you begin when planning learning activities to ensure
relevancy to student's lives? Where do you draw inspiration? #cdnedchat

6
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#edchat
#canedchat
#edtechchat
#satchat
#cpchat
#mathchat

Great chats...
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Building your PLN with social learning
networks

* Social learning networks designed for
educational purposes (like Edmodo) are
invitation-only.

 The teacher (or moderator) has control over
who enters the group.

 Can be used to share resources, start
discussions, complete collaborative work.
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As a school community,
how could you use a tool
like Edmodo

to further your own
learning?

Your students’ learning?



What I've learned from my PLN in just
20 minutes...

Watched a video clip of a TED Talk on developing
resilience.

* Followed a math conference hashtag on Twitter,
researched the concept and application of a
“number talk.”

* Asked a question to Nova Scotia teacher about
UDL implementation in her district.

 Watched a 3 minute video on saving Office files in
Google doc format.

 Skimmed an article on blended learning, added it
to my Padlet for further reading later.




How relevant is the PD I've just
received?

 Hyper-targeted PD

e Customized for me!



2015-04-16

We believe in messy learning within a culture of
collaboration. Through non-lincar, non-directed, self
initiated learning, collectively we find and solve problems

within our networks. classrooms. communitics, and the world
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| pledge to be a “networked”
educator...

Take the pledge to become “networked”
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Take the plunge!
In @ month, ask yourself...

* How has your network grown?

* Have you begun to see yourself as a
networked learner?

 What were your “a-ha” learning moments?

(Connected Educator Starter kit)



Thoughts? Questions? Comments?
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CALM
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