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Resources!for!this!presenta7on!

1.!aldi.learnquebec.ca!
•  powerpoint!

2.!bit.ly/EMSBUDL!
•  UDL!tools!in!this!presenta7on!
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Our!discussion!today!

•  What!is!Universal!Design!for!Learning!(UDL)?!

•  How!to!design!accessible!learning!experiences!

•  The!AT!toolbox!for!UDL!implementa7on!
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What!is!Universal!Design!for!Learning?!

UDL!is!a!guiding!framework!for!implementa7on!
of!assis7ve!technology!in!the!classroom.!
!
To!understand!UDL,!we!have!to!discuss….!
!

Student!diversity!
!
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We have a diverse student 
population that needs 
flexible approaches to 
teaching and learning.!
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Students with 
autism

!
!


Students with learning 
disabilities

Students with 
emotional 
difficulties
!




Students who require 
support for mental 
health issues
!


Students who are disengaged/unmotivated

Students who have difficult home lives/
conditions

A TYPICAL ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM
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What!does!diversity!look!like?!

Differences!in!
learning!style!

Differences!in!
background!
knowledge!

and!
experience!

Differences!in!
learning!

preference!

Differences!in!
interests!and!
mo7va7on!
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How!can!we!teach!to!diversity?!

!
Implement!different'ways'of'teaching'and'

learning!so!that!students!with!varying!abili7es!
and!strengths!can!learn!together.!!

'
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Effec7ve!Inclusive!Teaching!Prac7ces!

Introducing…!

Universal*Design*for*Learning*(UDL)*
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What!is!UDL?!

•  An!educa7onal!approach!that!aims!to!increase!
access'to'learning'by!reducing!physical,!
cogni7ve,!organiza7onal!and!other!barriers.!

•  A!flexible!approach!that!provides!students!of!
all!abili7es!equal!opportuni7es!to!learn.!
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The!origins!of!UDL!

•  Universal!Design!for!Learning!is!an!extension!
of!an!architectural!movement!called!universal*
design*(UD)!!
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“Consider!the!needs!of!the!broadest!possible!

range!of!users!from!the!beginning.�!!!
!
!

!
&Ron!Mace,!pioneer!and!visionary!of!Universal!Design!
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Universal!Design!in!the!classroom!
means….!

•  Flexible!learning!experiences!that!can!meet!
the!needs!of!many!learners.!

•  No*retrofi:ng!!Design!accessible!experiences!
from!the!beginning…!
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How to design 
accessible 
learning
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1.!Lower!barriers!

•  Delivery!of!the!curriculum!can!be!a!barrier!to!
learning.!

!
•  A!one&size&fits&all!approach!to!instruc7on!
contains!hidden!barriers!for!many!learners.!!

!
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What are barriers that 
your students have 
encountered? 
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2.!Flexible!teaching!and!learning!
prac7ces!

1.!How!we!present'informa$on'to!our!students!
(INPUT)!

2.!How!we!allow!our!students!to!express'
themselves'(OUTPUT)!
!
3.!How!we!engage'our!students!!

2014&12&11! ©!Andrea!Prupas,!ALDI!Ini7a7ve!



UDL!!

INPUT!(mul7ple!
means!of!

representa7on)!

OUTPUT!(mul7ple!
means!of!

expression!and!
ac7on)!

Mul7ple!means!of!
engagement!
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•  The!!

The role of technology in UDL 
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Yesterday’s!assis7ve!technology!is…!

!!!!today’s!everyday!classroom!technology.!
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Flexibility of digital 
media is very 

important for our 
students. 

 
!
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What categories of assistive 
technology and educational 

technology can be used?
!
!
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AT!tool!#1!
Text!to!speech!

•  Text!to!speech!technology!means!that!the!text!
on!the!screen!is!read!to!the!student!using!a!
synthesized!voice.!

•  Students!can!hear!the!text!spoken!rather!than!
struggle!with!decoding!the!text.!
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AT!tool!#2!
Reading!and!listening!support!tools!

•  Allows!students!to!become!more!ac7ve!and!
independent!readers!

•  Includes!features!such!as!word!predic7on,!
highligh7ng,!note!extrac7on,!vocabulary!
support,!picture!dic7onaries,!text!to!speech.!!
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AT!tool!#3!
Audio!

•  Teachers!can!deliver!verbal!instruc7ons!and!
capture!lessons!for!future!listening.!!!

•  Gives!students!opportunity!to!listen!to!
instruc7on!independently,!without!distrac7on!
and!at!their!own!pace.!!

•  Students!can!demonstrate!their!
understanding!of!learned!concepts,!create!
instruc7onal!materials!and!tutorials!for!peers,!
conduct!interviews.!
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!
!
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AT!tool!#4!
Dicta7on!

•  A!viable!op7on!for!students!who!are!beder!
expressing!themselves!through!oral!language!
rather!than!wri7ng.!

•  Can!speed!up!the!wri7ng!process!

•  Important:!requires!a!process!of!
implementa7on,!and!prac7ce!!
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2014&12&11!

!!!!!AT!tool!#5!
!

Graphic organizers, outlines and 
templates
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AT!tool!#6!
Visual!literacy!tools!

•  Visual!literacy!tools!can!support!struggling!
writers!in!these!areas:!

•  Ideas!
•  Organiza7on!
•  Word!choice!
•  Fluency!
•  Voice!
•  Conven7ons!
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AT!tool!#7!
Screencas7ng!

•  Screencas7ng!is!a!video!and!audio!recording!
of!what!occurs!on!a!presenter’s!screen.!!

•  Great!for!“frontloading”!informa7on!and!
students!who!need!increased!revision!of!
content.!

•  Have!your!students!create!screencasts!for!
other!students!in!the!class.!
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AT!Tool!#8!
Social!and!mul7media!tools!

•  Social!media!tools!are!engaging!
•  Collabora7ve!aspect!is!powerful!
•  Use!as!a!tool!for!communica7ng,!developing!
oral!language,!interac7vity!and!sharing!ideas.!

•  Transform!media!(images,!powerpoint,!video)!
into!a!CONVERSATION.!
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•  hdps://
voicethread4educa7on.wikispaces.com/K&2!

•  hdp://ed.voicethread.com/myvoice/#thread/
1088706/5821639/7425447!

•  hdp://voicethread.com/myvoice/#thread/
5761319/29531249/31360330!
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What’s!in!your!AT!toolbox?!
Use!UDL!as!a!framework!!
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Take the pledge!
To try one tool.
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Thank!you!!
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Andrea!Prupas!
ALDI!coordinator!

aprupas@swlauriersb.qc.ca!
aldi.learnquebec.ca!
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