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•  To share expertise with others and develop self confidence 
and self esteem 

•  To write for wider audiences with authentic purposes 
•  To obtain a thorough understanding of a topic of study 
•  To enhance our vocabulary, visual literacy and use of 

technology 
•  To demonstrate our ability to write in different text forms 
•  To take ownership for learning about our world  
•  To make use of powerful scaffolds to help create new and 

enjoyable patterns for our writing 
•  To develop strategies for building content, and ways to 

organize and synthesize learning 
•  To encourage curiosity and a spirit of inquiry 
•  To provide choice! 
                                -Taken from Nonfiction Mentor Texts 



1.  Establishing a Topic 
2.  Introductions  
3.  Building Content 
 



•  Explicit presentation of learning strategies 
•  Gradual transfer of responsibility, while modeling and 

guiding. 
                   -Pearson and Gallagher 



 
 
The best nonfiction writing begins with 
a writer’s passionate curiosity about a 
subject. 

- JoAnn Portalupi and Ralph Fletcher 



Larissa’s Expert List: 
 
•  Cats 
•  Driving 
•  Cooking 
•  Books 
•  Fall (my favorite season) 
•  Home Décor 
•  Reality Television 
•  Special Education 



•  Is there an essential question you would 
like to answer? 

 

How many different informational writing 
pieces could I pursue from one of the 
topics on my expert list? 



Fall 

trees 

harvest 

Halloween 

Baking 

Weather 

Fashion 



1.  Establishing a Topic ü 
2.  Introductions 
3.  Building Content 
 



Teachers can read to improve writing.  The writers we 
read are our best writing teachers.  Teachers can 
demonstrate how they read as writers, notice good 
writing, and share strong non-fiction writing models, 
encouraging kids to do the same. 
   -From Non-Fiction Matters by Stephanie Harvey 

 



Start with  
a question 
 

Create a scene 
 

Share a secret 
 

Define 
 



You’re swimming in the 
warm blue sea.  What’s 
the one word that turns 
your dream into a 
nightmare? What’s the one 
word that makes you think 
of a giant man-eating 
killer? 



   Outside a border fort in the desert of Western Iraq, a 
small, thin dog watched and waited. 

 
 



You think you know 
everything about 
Thanksgiving, don’t you? 
Well, listen up. I have a 
news flash… WE ALMOST 
LOST… THANKSGIVING! 
Didn’t know that, did you? 
It’s true. 



   The word TORNADO comes from the Spanish word 
tronada, meaning “thunderstorm.” 

 
 



At sunrise, the sun, low in the sky, 
peeks through dusty air. Dust from us 
and dirt and dinosaurs scatters light, 
painting the sky like fire. Dust is 
made everywhere, every day. A 
flower drops pollen. A dog shakes 
dirt from its fur. A butterfly flutters, 
and scales fall off its wings. That’s 
dust. Dust is little bits of things. 



• Many other excellent examples 
for introductions and conclusions 
 
• Start a collection of great 
beginnings and endings in your 
classroom 

• Invitation to imitate! 



Start with  
a question 
 

Create a scene 
 

Share a secret 
 

Define 
 



The cornucopia, or horn of plenty, is a symbol of 
abundance and nourishment. Often seen overflowing 
with natures bounty – this ancient symbol reminds us that 
fall’s harvest has arrived. 



1.  Establishing a Topic ü 
2.  Introductions ü 
3.  Building Content 
 



“ Without sufficient detail, my students tend to write 
paragraphs that may have an impressively relaxed tone, 

but that lack force, or memorability, because there’s 
nothing to sink one’s teeth into as a reader.” 

 
- Laura Robb, Nonfiction Writing: From the Inside Out 



Rich Descriptions 

Numbers and  
Comparisons 

Diagrams and  
Labels 



•  Effective	  description	  allows	  the	  reader	  to	  better	  
visualize	  and	  comprehend.	  

	  
•  Adding	  details	  enhances	  a	  picture,	  adding	  details	  
enhances	  a	  text.	  



    One day a strange man arrived in 
Camille’s town.  He had a straw hat, 
a yellow beard, and quick brown 
eyes. 
          -From Van Gogh and the Sunflowers by 

Laurence Anholt 



It has a double coat: one 
of fat, four fingers deep, and 
one fur, which has an extra 
trick for beating cold.  Its 
hairs aren’t really white, but 
hollow, filled with air to stop 
the warmth escaping, and 
underneath, the skin is black 
to soak up the heat. 
      -Taken from Ice Bear by Nicola Davies 



   It	  is	  raining	  hard;	  the	  winds	  are	  strong.	  	  
The	  sky	  is	  dark.	  	  Suddenly	  a	  twisting	  
column	  of	  moist	  air	  reaches	  down	  from	  a	  
cloud	  and	  touches	  the	  ground.	  	  It	  makes	  a	  
loud,	  roaring	  sound.	  	  It	  is	  a	  tornado!	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐From	  Tornadoes	  by	  Gail	  Gibbons  



	  	  	  Outside	  a	  border	  fort	  in	  the	  desert	  of	  
Western	  Iraq,	  a	  small	  thin	  dog	  watched	  
and	  waited.	  	  His	  ears	  had	  been	  cut	  off	  to	  
make	  him	  a	  dog	  of	  war.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐From	  Nubs	  by	  Major	  Brian	  Dennis	  



	  	  	  	  	  
Two	  or	  three	  descriptive	  sentences	  about	  
your	  focussed	  topic	  


