
The cornucopia, or horn of plenty, is a symbol of 
abundance and nourishment. Often seen overflowing 
with natures bounty – this ancient symbol reminds us that 
fall’s harvest has arrived. Swollen orange pumpkins line 
the farmers fields, their twisted vines tangling together. 
Squirrels rejoice, stuffing their cheeks full with dried 
sunflower seeds. 



•  Comparing	  something	  we	  may	  not	  know	  to	  something	  we	  
do	  know	  aids	  the	  reader.	  

	  
•  Numbers	  and	  comparisons	  are	  often	  used	  in	  anticipation	  of	  
reader’s	  questions.	  



 
Read this excerpt about bacteria:    
   They are tiny (thousands could fit in this sentence’s 

period) and they are everywhere. 
                          -From Ubiquitous by Joyce Sidman 



Little Meerkat, what do you look like? 
 
I am long and thin. 
I have a pointy face. 
I am the size of a squirrel. 
    -from Meet the Meerkat by Darrin Lunde 



 
    Think of an eel. 
    He swims like a fish. 
    He slides like a snake. 
          -From Think of an Eel by Karen Wallace 



 
A little brown bat can eat about 600 bugs an 
hour.  That’s like you eating 20 pizzas a 
night!   
      -From Amazing Bats by Seymour Simon 
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•  Diagrams and labels provide 
concrete information for the 
reader 

•  They are visual supports that 
contribute to comprehension 

•  They can also serve as a 
springboard for reluctant 
writers 

 







•  Create a quick labelled sketch or diagram  
 
•  Ensure that your diagram enhances the reader’s understanding 

of your topic 
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1.  Establishing a Topic ü 
2.  Introductions ü 
3.  Building Content ü 
 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Exercise	  the	  writing	  muscle	  every	  day,	  
even	  if	  it	  is	  only	  a	  letter,	  notes,	  a	  title	  
list,	  a	  journal	  entry.	  Writers	  are	  like	  
dancers,	  like	  athletes.	  Without	  that	  
exercise	  the	  muscles	  seize	  up	  .	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐Jane	  Yolen	  



A big thank you to Amy Curry – mentor, colleague, and friend for 
allowing me to borrow ideas and slides for this presentation. 
 


