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Flipping the Classroom for 

Students with Learning 

Disabilities 
Why we did it; 

 How we did it; 
  How you can do it too! 

Agenda 
1.  Introduction 
2.  Overview: Flipping the classroom with LD 

students 
3.  Case Study: Developing a Flipped 

curriculum with LD students in mind 
4.  What Benefits and Issues have we seen? 
5.  How to Flip: Resources 
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Who are we? 
●  Rebecca Morris 

○    Resource, Languages 
 

●  Email: 
 
rmorris@centennial.qc.ca 

 

●  Twitter: 

@MsRebeccaMorris 

●  Sarah Campbell 
○  Social Sciences 

 
●  Email:  
 

campbell@kells.ca 
 

●  Twitter: 
 @MsSarahCampbell 

What needs do we see with students with LD?   

Executive 
Functions: 
 
●  Attention 

 
●  Impulse 

control 
 
●  Organization 

 
●  Planning 

 
●  Flexibility 

 
●  Self- 

Awareness 
 
 

Mental Health: 
 
●  Anxiety 

 
●  Depression 
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Our Guiding Question:  
Can flipping help LD students? 

 We saw the drawbacks of the  
traditional high school classroom  
 
 We had the technology (iPads, laptops) 

 
 We were concerned with student passivity 
▪  Learned Helplessness 

The Flipped Classroom  
TASK: As we watch, 

listen for 3 
benefits to flipping 
your classroom. 

 
Be prepared to 

discuss with a 
partner! 
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(Or: The 4 Problems that made me flip out!)

My Motivation for Flipping 

The “Dylan” Problem 
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Practice was done alone (or worse. . .) 

Once the teaching was done, it was gone. 
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The Textbook Problem pgs. 12-15 

My Flippin’ Classroom 
A Case Study 
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How I started the year… 
 “How our Class 
Works” video 

 

 Discussion about 
Student 
Responsibilities - 
expected students to:  
▪  Watch the Video 
▪  Complete the notes 

package 
▪  Complete the  
   “Check Yo Self” form  

Stay Organized! 
 All my video lectures are organized through the 
Google Drive and shared with students 
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Students can watch right from their drive – no download 
required (or YouTube. . .  Or a USB . . . Or a DVD) 

While they watch, students complete skeleton 
notes of the video lecture.  
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The Resource teacher perspective 
  Flipping reduced the impact of student difficulties: 

 
▪  reading comprehension 
▪  attention/focus in class 
▪  processing speed 
▪  language 
▪  memory 
 
  Flipping was fostering multi-modal, structured, student-
paced, student-directed learning! 

How could we go further? 
Incorporate more higher-level questions 
▪  summarizing 
▪  applying 
▪  comparing 
▪  evaluating 
▪  analyzing 
▪  synthesizing 
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Embed strategy instruction 

Teach and reinforce strategies: 
 Reading Comprehension 
▪  Study textbook formats 
▪  Set a purpose 
▪  Connect to prior knowledge 
▪  Make predictions 
▪  Annotate 

 Writing Strategies 
 Memory & Study Strategies 

 

Active learning and metacognition 

●  Student self-evaluation of understanding 
○  Questioning  

■  “Do I get it?” 
■  “What questions do I have?” 
■  “Can I put this in my own words?” 
■  “Where do I still need help?” 

●  Annotating notes  
●  “Exit forms”: self-reflection 
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After working with Rebecca . . .  

 I started adding 
more interactive 
tasks throughout 
the video as well as 
higher level 
questions and tasks 
within their skeleton 
notes.  
 The video would 
prompt them to 
pause and 
complete the 
question of task. 

Example Video: 



2014-10-08 

12 

During the class, students: 
•  Do a partner or table share to compare their notes. 
•  Meanwhile, I am meeting with students who wanted to go 

over a section of their notes with me or whose forms raise a 
red flag. 

•  Sometimes this would lead to a “traditional” mini lecture for 
whole class clarification. 

•  Complete a quiz to formally assess their 
understanding of the video lecture. 

During the following class, students: 
•  Participate in some sort of activity to 

reinforce or extend their learning. 
 
Here students were given 16 objects 
representing different elements of Native 
lifestyle. They were ask to: 
•  identify the item and its purpose 
•  identify and justify which linguistic 

group more likely it represents 
•  find evidence in their textbook to 

justify their hypothesis.  
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Finally: 
 These 
Google 
Forms are 
designed for 
students to 
reflect on 
their learning. 

 
 

What the form gives me  
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The Benefits for all learners  
● Students control the pace of their learning 
● Students have constant, year round access to 

their learning. 
● Students never feel ashamed or frustrated by 

“not getting it the first time”  
o  super helpful for ESL students and LD students 

●  It frees up class time for active learning and 
higher order activities.  

The Flipped C
lass &

 
students w

ith LD
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Is this a perfect system? Nope 

  Tech will surely fail 
sometimes.  

  Kids might not do their 
homework. 

Is this a perfect system?  Nope 

I want my students to 
be this guy! 
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What you need to get 
started 

How do you start flipping? 

Some tips  
●  Start slow - flip a unit, a chapter, a single class. 

●  Start with something you are really comfortable with. 

●  Start by having students watch the videos in class while you 
circulate, clarifying previous info, working with small groups 
●  You have to model how to watch the videos – discuss 

PAUSE and REWIND! 

●  Collaborate - find someone to make the videos with or utilize 
what’s already out there 
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Some tips  
 

●  Do not worry about the video - they will get better with time. 
  
●  Keep the videos visual, concise. It is recommended that 

videos be 1-1 ½ minutes per grade level in length. 
 
●  Have a script or at least jot down what you want to say in 

order so you don’t babble.  
 
●  Embrace your personality (but a headset with a mic is 

recommended!) 
 

What do you need to flip? 

 Videos 
 Skeleton notes / viewing guide 
 Hosting site or blog 
 Assessment 
 Collaborators & a supportive school 
environment! 
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Videos 

●  Screencasting on PCs 
o  Screencast-o-matic is my favorite 

▪  Free Version Tutorial: http://goo.gl/PNYfHX 
▪  Paid Version: http://goo.gl/NeCfay 

o  Camtasia  
▪  Best if you are serious about editing videos! 
 
Screencasting on iPads 

o  ExplainEverything 
o  EduCreations <- Free! 
o  Doceri 

 
 

Videos - Use what is already out there! 
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Active Viewing - The Skeleton 
Notes or Viewing Guides 

Students should be actively engaging with the material 
as they watch – no PASSIVE VIEWERS 

A hosting site 
▪  Google Drive  
▪  Screencast-0-matic website 
▪  YouTube 
▪  Educanon / Edupuzzle 
▪  Blogs 
▪  DVDs 
▪  USBs 
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Collaborators and Names to Check Out 

� Google it! 
� flippedlearning.org (Aaron Sams and Jon 

Bergmann) 
� Crystal Kirch (Math) 
� Tom Driscoll (Social Studies) 
� HipHughes (Social Studies) 
� Thomasson Morris (ELA) 

Samples from other Subject Areas 
 Tree Diagrams - Math – Mike Chung – used  
Educreations app on his ipad.  
 Making a Puppet – Art – Thomasson Morris – digital 
camera and editing software. 
 Introducing Quotes – ELA- Catlin Tucker – MAC 
 Close Reading of Great Gatsby – ELA - Thomasson 
Morris –  
 Observations and Inferences – Science – Teacher’s Pet 
(YouTube) 
 Grammaire: L'Impératif - French - La Machine à Ecrire 
(YouTube) 
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Class time is about ACTIVE students 

Students use the class time: 
● practicing skills,  
● clarifying misunderstandings 
● discussing 
● collaborating 
● communicating  
 

The point, for me, 
was no longer having 
a PASSIVE learning 
environment where 
students spend the 
most of their time 

“consuming” 
knowledge. 

QUESTIONS? 
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Contact us: 
●  Rebecca Morris 

○    Resource, Languages 
 

 rmorris@centennial.qc.ca 
 

•  @MsRebeccaMorris 
 

●  Sarah Campbell 
○  Social Sciences 

 
campbell@kells.ca 
 

●  @MsSarahCampbell 
 


